Introduction

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us
free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that
the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ
himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little
ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.
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All are welcome here
All people of faith, All people of doubt
All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression
All people who seek a compassionate community

All are welcome here
Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray
Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks
Welcome to serve God and neighbors

All are welcome here
All are redeemed by a gracious God

The Gathering
Prelude Music

Wareham (The Church of Christ, in Every Age) (arr. by Anne Krentz Organ, 2003 Augsburg Fortress)
In Babilone (Son of God, Eternal Saviour) (arr. by Mark Sedio, 2003 Augsburg Fortress)

Please stand.
Call to Worship (lectionarylitergies.blogspot.com)

PL  With joy and celebration, God welcomes us to this place.
C How good it is to gather in God's house!

PL  With joy and celebration, we welcome one another.
C We greet each other by name; we are equal in God's Kingdom.

PL  We open our hearts, to welcome God's love;
we open our arms, to welcome God's people.
C Here, every single one of God's children is welcome.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

PL  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen.

PL  Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PL  Compassionate God,

C we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

PL  Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 522: As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - tra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there 1s strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the  sound-ing joy.

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansern, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Greeting

PL  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours 1s the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the Dbless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - Dbirth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - -claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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ours the  thanks - giv - ing to your ho-1ly  name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
Prayer of the Day

PL O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.



The Word

L A reading from the book of Jeremiah.
Jeremiah 28:5-9

> The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the
people who were standing in the house of the LorD, ° and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen!
May the LorRD do so; may the LorD fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back
to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LorD and all the exiles. ' But listen
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. ® The
prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence
against many countries and great kingdoms. ° As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when
the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the
prophet.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 (Read responsively by whole verse.)

"Your love, O Lorp, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
*For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3“T have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
*<T will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’”
"> Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O LorbD, in the light of your presence.
' They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
"For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
'S Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.



L A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Romans 6:12-23

2 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. '* No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. '* For sin will have no domlmon over you, since you are not under law but under
grace.

'>'What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, Wthh leads to
righteousness? '’ But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sm have become obedient
from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted % and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. '° I am speaking in human terms
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to
rlghteousness leading to sanctification.

**When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. *' So what fruit did
you then gain from the things of Wthh you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death.
?But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. > For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-1lu - 1ia, al - le-lu - ia, al-le-Iu - ia.
N | Repeat alleluia
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You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a ! holy nation, * in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his ! marvelous light.



PL  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 10:40-42

Jesus said to the twelve: *° “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. *' Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a r1ghteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, ** and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

PL  The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon Pastor Libby Manning

Please stand.
Hymn of the Day: ELW (red), hymn 651: Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (vs. 1, 3,5, & 7)
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| Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at  ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx -ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv-1i-ous to gen - der, wealth, to so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
Q I Refrain
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified: Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936 All riehts reserved. Used with permission
Text and music from New Hyinrnis for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. undergOneLicense.‘net Licensep# A-702953
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PL  Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

A Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world. (4 brief silence.) Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and pro
claim your peace. Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution.
Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. We pray for all impacted
by the 6.7 magnitude earthquake in Indonesia, and for those affected by storms and
severe weather. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A Loving God, bring an end to conflict, and division among the nations, especially Iran,
Lebanon, Gaza, Mali, South Sudan, Ukraine, and Venezuela. Sustain the work of
prophets in our time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice,
and peace. We pray for the medical professionals, researchers, and all navigating the
Ebola outbreak in Central Africa. We pray for justice, compassion, and human rights for
immigrants, refugees, those who are detained, and all who travel. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and

spiritually. We pray especially for Kathy H., Lea L., Mary Jo B., Jay P., Charlotte E.,
Ishraq’s family, Sara F., Joe, Ron H., Ann N., Jace C., Mary Ann, Anna, Jim B.,
Carol W., Joy, Dan S., Betty, Jamie J., Megan O., Jennifer, Mike, Fred G., Sally, Jean,
Nathan, Haley, Renee and Sam R. Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality
through their generous service. We pray for awareness, advocacy, and an end to human
trafficking. We pray for the families of those killed in airplane crashes in Texas,
California, and Missouri. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.



A Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.

A God of new beginnings, we thank you for the presence of your Holy Spirit as we have
prayed, listened, and discerned together. As we step forward from this season of
wondering into a season of action, make us willing to be all in for the future you are
unfolding among us. You are calling us to serve our neighbors and to imagine how this
place we steward might become a greater blessing for our community. Give us courage
for the adventure ahead. When the path feels uncertain, remind us that you are always
doing a new thing—and that the One who calls us forward will also provide the way.
God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider
church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places like Irenaeus,
Bishop of Lyons whom the church remembers today. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

PL  Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to

you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.

Peace
PL  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The Meal

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following:

For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding
pastor will invite the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, usher) to commune behind
the altar. The presiding pastor will then commune those worshiping online and those in the
sanctuary who wish to commune in their pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those
who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God is played.

Offering
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church s i _.5-., i
office or if you have not checked out our website and the "Donate" tab, this could 3Zsi:

be your opportunity. * q" _r':'- L

Please Stand
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Offering Prayer

A Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
PL  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PL  Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
PL  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PL It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Bless - ed is the one who comes in the name
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth.

Over the eons your merciful might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life.
Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay,

the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light.

Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song:
The earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer.

In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection.
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body.

Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness.

Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song:

The earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.

We praise you for the heart of Jesus,
so filled with your love for this earth.

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead.
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ.
Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth.
Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again:
12



The earth is full of your glory.

C The earth is full of your glory.
PL  Amen, and Amen.

C Amen, and Amen.

PL  The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

PL  God’s grace overflows into us through this meal and broken bread and festive drink. No
one 1s turned away from this table because God’s love welcomes and receives all of us.
Come, for all is ready, and there is a place for you here.

Distribution

There are gluten-free wafers and grape juice. Please indicate your need to the server.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn: ELW (red), 481: Come to the Table
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y,

come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953
Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Please stand.

PL  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep
and unite us, now and for ever.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A Let us pray,
Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C Amen.
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An Invitation

The Sending

Sending Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 676: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak n
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach  us, Lord, that we may teach the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - vring feet; oh, feed us, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and  wing our words, that
til our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
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let wus seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we  may feed your hun - g'ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - y®a heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell,  your praise to  show.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856

Blessing

PL

-+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C Amen.
Dismissal
A

C Thanks be to God.

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
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Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
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Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and
School for Conversion

Worship Assistants Today: Julie Huetteman (Musician), Pam Miller (Assisting Minister),
Dick Rahdert (Lector), Aaron Johnson (Usher), Mike Williams (A-V Specialist), Matt Ohland
(Assistant to Mr. Williams)

Today we welcome Pastor Libby Manning, as our guest preacher. She serves as director
of the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program hosted by Wabash College in
Crawfordsville, Indiana, and as consultant to the national Early Career Initiative of Lilly
Endowment Inc. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Davidson College and an M.Div.
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary and is ordained in Word and Sacrament ministry in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We are grateful for Pastor Libby
Manning’s leadership this morning.

While Pastor Randy is on sabbatical, until July 13, and Pastor Kristin is on an 8 day
immersion and two day travel on either side, Pastor Marc Cohen of Holy Trinity is
available for all pastoral care emergencies for the OSLC community. Please contact him
at: 765-447-4205 or by email: pastor@htlcweb.org.

We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your
donations is in the narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.)

Our sanctuary is served by a hearing loop. Wearers of hearing aids should turn their aids to
the setting marked T, or T-coil, or Telephone.

Kid’s Worship Bags and Family Room: The kids' worship bags have been updated with new
items that help children follow along with the worship service, storybook Bibles and fun
activities to do. For little ones there are quiet toys, books, and activities in the family in the
back of the church for the children to play with during the service. Please feel free to let your
children explore.

Joys and Concerns can be submitted by filling out the cards which can be found in the nar-
thex or in the pew attendance pads, contacting Erin Thompson in the OSLC office (765-743-
2931) or at erin@osluth.org. You can also contact any of the care committee: Sue Aufderheide
(ska@purdue.edu), Sherri Guido (dr.guido(@comcast.net) or Vera Weiser
(weiser.vera@gmail.com). We will run the concern for two weeks under Concerns and then
move it to on-going prayer list until further notice. The Joys will also be run for two weeks.
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PRAYERS

Along with the Indiana Kentucky Synod staff, we lift these faith communities and rostered
leaders in our prayers:

Eberhard — Columbia City, IN

Emanuel — Evansville, IN — Rev. Jim Culver, Interim

Emanuel — Greendale, IN — Rev. Steve Flynn

Emmanuel — LaOtto, IN — Rev. John Roberts, Pastor of Record
Emmanuel — Merrillville, IN — Rev. Marc Cram

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana Kentucky — Angola, IN — Chris Walter, Director

Deacon Grace Romaine — Retired — Michigan City, IN

Rev. Allan Sager — Retired — Westerville, OH

Rev. Dan Forehand — Assistant to the Bishop for Emerging Ministers and Ministries — Indian-
apolis, IN

Rev. Freda Scales — Retired — Valparaiso, IN

Rev. David Schreiber — Retired — Greenwood, IN

Bishop Constanze Hagmaier and the South Dakota Synod
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About Our Nave

Against the north wall is the Tree of Life, designed by the late liturgical designer Charles
Pohlmann and constructed in 1996 by then-OSLC member Ted Marshall. The processional
cross was given to OSLC in memory of Jennie Dana. Many of our paraments were designed
and hand-woven by OSLC member Bea Stromberg. The west wall is lined with seven wood
carvings depicting the life of Christ commissioned from the late Nigerian carver Lamidi
Fakeye. At the center of the nave stands a marble baptismal font, a gift from members of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. The prints of paintings on the east wall are by nationally known
liturgical artist He Qi. The center piece is given by the Church Council in honor of Sam Rasmy
for his long-time service as Financial Secretary of OSLC. The Last Supper, by Guatemalan
artist Angelina Quic Ixtamer, was purchased by the 2014 Guatemala Mission Team. The
OSLC logo was redesigned in 2022 with elements reflecting the unique architecture of the
sanctuary, the 2019 addition of the south stained-glass window, our affiliation with the ELCA,
and the eternal presence of our Lord and Saviour.

References to the Tree of Life are found in both the Old and New Testaments. It has both
literal and symbolic meaning for Christians: it is the literal tree of life in Genesis, and in
Revelation it represents everlasting life granted to those who display fruits of the spirit and of
righteousness aligned with God’s principles.

Our Saviour’s Mission, Vision, and Values (February 10, 2025)

Mission Statement:

Embraced by God’s Love to:
e Honor all people
e Share Christ’s compassion
e Serve the world

Vision:

Make Christ’s love known to all:
e Meet people where they are
e Accompany and encourage one another along the way
e Nurture our roots and foster new growth

Values:

Empathy: Understanding and addressing the needs of others

Growth: Encouraging the development of faith, love, and compassion

Generosity: Giving of time, talents, and assets to care for the community and the world
Belonging: Nurturing a community where all are honored and celebrated

Tradition: Rooted in the Christian faith as members of the ELCA

Caring: managing resources with purpose and integrity.
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