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Introduction 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in 
the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the 

sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of 
Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends 

us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
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All are welcome here 

All people of faith, All people of doubt 

All people of any origin, race, ability, sexual orientation or gender expression 

All people who seek a compassionate community 
  

All are welcome here 

Welcome to worship, Welcome to pray 

Welcome to learn, Welcome to give thanks 

Welcome to serve God and neighbors 
  

All are welcome here 

All are redeemed by a gracious God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Gathering 
 
Prelude Music 
 
How Can I Keep from Singing (setting by Benjamin M. Culli; tune by Robert Lowry; 2009 Augsburg Fortress) 
 
Please stand. 
 
Call to Worship (lectionarylitergies.blogspot.com) 

 
PR Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, 

as well as the doubters: 
C here, the worriers and wanderers 

can call on God by name. 
 
PR Here, in this time, we can remember  

all the ways God has graced us: 
C here, in these moments, we are reminded  

that God is with us, always! 
 
PR Here are gathered those daring enough  

to step out of comfort into the unknown: 
C here, in this faith space, we will find the courage 

to cry out, 'God, save us!' in every situation. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

PR Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
 whose compassion endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PR Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
PR Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins. 
 Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
 In your mercy, call us back to you. 
 Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
 Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
 In Christ’s name we pray, 
 Amen. 
 
PR Jesus says, “Come to me, 
 all you who are weary 
 and are carrying heavy burdens, 
 and I will give you rest.” 
 In the name of God, 

 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 your sins are forgiven. 
 Rest in God’s love. 
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: ACS, hymn 1024: Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
 
PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

All rights reserved. Used 
with permission. under 
OneLicense.net, License # 
A-702953 
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Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 
PR O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
 your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 
 the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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The Word 
 

L A reading from the book of 1 King. 
 
1 King 19:9-18 
 
9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been 
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also 
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I 
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.” 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 85:8-13 (Read responsively by whole verse.) 
 
 8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land. 
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
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L A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 
Romans 10:5-15 
 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 
these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading 
to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to 
all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 
proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

          I wait for | you, O Lord;* in your word | is my hope.  
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PR The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 14:22-33  
 
22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And 
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying 
to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
PR The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon                             Pastor Randy Schroeder 
 
Please stand. 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW (red), hymn 763: My Life Flows On in Endless Song 

 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. under 
OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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PR Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers 
 
A With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
 all of God’s creation. (A brief silence.) We pray for the servants of your gospel in every 
 place, that your word may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people      
 persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its 
 variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our 
 hearts with compassion to join in this work. We pray for ongoing wildfire relief in   
 Canada, northern Minnesota, and Spokane, Washington. We pray for those living in   
 extreme heat; the elderly, the un-housed, and especially Italy who issued red-alert heat 
 warnings, and South Korea who recorded it’s hottest day in history. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 
 authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike 
 mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. We pray for peace and reconciliation among 
 the nations, especially in Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Mali, South Sudan, The Democratic    
 Republic of Congo, Mexico, Ukraine, Myanmar, and Venezuela. We pray for the        
 ongoing diplomatic talks in the US-Iran war. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
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A For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 
 presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer especially         
 the family of Chris Johannsen, Shelly D., Mary W., Lea M., Mary Jo B., Charlotte E., 
 Ishraq’s family, Sara F., Joe, Ron H., Jane C., Mary Ann, Anna, Jim B., Carol W., Jake, 
 Dan S., Betty, Jamie J., Megan O., Jennifer, Mike, Fred G., Sally, Jean, Nathan, Haley, 
 Renee and Sam R. We pray for the victims of gun violence. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

A God of new beginnings, we thank you for the presence of your Holy Spirit as we have 
prayed, listened, and discerned together. As we step forward from this season of       
wondering into a season of action, make us willing to be all in for the future you are     
unfolding among us. You are calling us to serve our neighbors and to imagine how this 
place we steward might become a greater blessing for our community. Give us courage 
for the adventure ahead. When the path feels uncertain, remind us that you are always 
doing a new thing—and that the One who calls us forward will also provide the way. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly        
 journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

PR Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
 name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Peace 
PR The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The Meal 
 

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, please read the following: 
For today’s distribution of Holy Communion, after the Invitation to the Table, the presiding 
pastor will invite the worship assistants (lector, assisting minister, usher) to commune behind 
the altar. The presiding pastor will then commune those worshiping online and those in the 
sanctuary who wish to commune in their pews. Then the presiding pastor will commune those 
who wish to come up to the altar while the Lamb of God is played.  
 

Offering 
Please feel free to send your regular tithe in the mail, drop it off to the church       
office or if you have not checked out our website and the "Donate" tab, this could 
be your opportunity.  
 

Please Stand 



12 

 

Offering Prayer 
A Loving God, 
 we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
 Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
 so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

PR The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PR Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

PR Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PR It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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PR O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
 Over the eons your merciful might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
 Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, 
 the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. 
 Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
 The earth is full of your glory. 
C The earth is full of your glory. 
 
PR O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
 In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. 
 Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
 Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
 Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: 
 The earth is full of your glory. 
C The earth is full of your glory. 
 
PR We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
 so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
 On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 
 The earth is full of your glory. 
C The earth is full of your glory. 
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PR O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. 
 Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. 
 Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. 
 Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: 
 The earth is full of your glory. 
C The earth is full of your glory. 
  
PR Amen, and Amen. 
C Amen, and Amen. 
 
PR The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
PR God’s grace overflows into us through this meal and broken bread and festive drink. No 
 one is turned away from this table because God’s love welcomes and receives all of us. 
 Come, for all is ready, and there is a place for you here. 
 
Distribution 
 
There are gluten-free wafers and grape juice. Please indicate your need to the server. 
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Lamb of God 

Communion Hymn: ELW (red), 484: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (vs. 2 & 3) 
 
 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
under OneLicense.net, License # A-702953 
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Please stand. 
 
PR The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, keep 
 and unite us, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion  
 
A Let us pray, 
 Compassionate God, 
 through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

The Sending 
 
An Invitation 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW (red), hymn 756: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
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Blessing 
 
PR Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

 ☩ one God, 
 bless, heal, and hold you 
 today and always. 
C Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God.  

All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.  
under OneLicense.net, License 
# A-702953 
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Some liturgical words from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by           
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000782.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by             
permission. All rights reserved. Invitation to Communion from Common Prayer Pocket Edition, © 2012 The Simple Way and 
School for Conversion 

 
Worship Assistants Today: Beth Dana (Musician), Russ Hillberry (Cantor), Mike Dana 
(Assisting Minister), Bob Nielsen (Lector), Herm Snyder (Usher), Mike Williams (A-V      
Specialist), Carl Huetteman (Assistant to Mr. Williams), Jesse Grogan (Altar) 
 

Pastor Randy is available for pastoral care. Please contact him at: 260-402-4476 or by 
email: randy@osluth.org  
 
Pastor Kristin is available for campus ministry-related care and support. Please contact 
her at: 262-758-1235 or by email: pastor@plm.org  
 
We collect toiletries (travel size) to donate to the homeless shelter. The basket for your  
donations is in the narthex. (Look beneath the buffet.) 
 
Our sanctuary is served by a hearing loop.  
Would you like to hear the Pastor, Assisting Minister, Lector, and announcements better?  Our 
sanctuary is served both by a hearing loop and by Auracast.  You can use our headphones or 
your hearing aids. 
 
1. If you have hearing aids that support a telecoil, turn your hearing aids to the setting marked 
T, or T-coil, or Telephone. 
 
2. If you have hearing aids that support Auracast, turn on Auracast (probably on the 
smartphone connected to your aids) and select the stream labeled "OSLC Sanctuary". 
 
3. If you want to use headphones, ask an usher for a pair of headphones. 
 
Kid’s Worship Bags and Family Room: The kids' worship bags have been updated with new 
items that help children follow along with the worship service, storybook Bibles and fun  
activities to do. For little ones there are quiet toys, books, and activities in the family in the 
back of the church for the children to play with during the service. Please feel free to let your 
children explore. 
 
Joys and Concerns can be submitted by filling out the cards which can be found in the           
narthex or in the pew attendance pads, contacting Erin Thompson in the OSLC office         
(765-743- 2931) or at erin@osluth.org.  You can also contact any of the Care Team:            
Sue Aufderheide (ska@purdue.edu), Sherri Guido (dr.guido@comcast.net) or Vera Weiser 
(weiser.vera@gmail.com). We will run the concern for two weeks under Concerns and then 
move it to on-going prayer list until further notice. The Joys will also be run for two weeks.  

mailto:erin@osluth.org
mailto:ska@purdue.edu
mailto:dr.guido@comcast.net
mailto:weiser.vera@gmail.com


19 

 

PRAYERS 
 
Along with the Indiana Kentucky Synod staff, we lift these faith communities and rostered 
leaders in our prayers: 
 
Grace United Lutheran Episcopal – Lexington, KY – Rev. Laura Altman 
Griffith – Griffith, IN – Nina Miller and Scott Muffet, SAMs 
Hilltop – South Bend, IN – Rev. Alexa Kvande 
Holy Cross – Rockport, IN – Rev. Thomas Duval, Pastor of Record 
Holy Shepherd – St. John, IN – Rev. Eric Schlichting 
 
University of Kentucky Campus Ministry – Lexington, KY – Rob Coulston 
 
Rev. James Ward – Retired – W. Lafayette, IN 
Rev. James Wetzel – Retired – Brownsburg, IN 
Deacon Karen Kosberg – Chaplain – Parkview Hospice – Ft. Wayne, IN 
Rev. Rodney Willeke – Retired – Ft. Wayne, IN 
Rev. David Williamsom – Retired – Ft. Wayne, IN 
 
Bishop Regina Hassanally and the Southeastern Minnesota Synod 
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About Our Nave 
 
 

Against the north wall is the Tree of Life, designed by the late liturgical designer Charles  

Pohlmann and constructed in 1996 by then-OSLC member Ted Marshall. The processional 

cross was given to OSLC in memory of Jennie Dana. Many of our paraments were designed 

and hand-woven by OSLC member Bea Stromberg. The west wall is lined with seven wood 

carvings depicting the life of Christ commissioned from the late Nigerian carver Lamidi  

Fakeye. At the center of the nave stands a marble baptismal font, a gift from members of Holy 

Trinity Lutheran Church. The prints of paintings on the east wall are by nationally known  

liturgical artist He Qi. The center piece is given by the Church Council in honor of Sam Rasmy 

for his long-time service as Financial Secretary of OSLC. The Last Supper, by Guatemalan  

artist Angelina Quic Ixtamer, was purchased by the 2014 Guatemala Mission Team. The 

OSLC logo was redesigned in 2022 with elements reflecting the unique architecture of the 

sanctuary, the 2019 addition of the south stained-glass window, our affiliation with the ELCA, 

and the eternal presence of our Lord and Saviour. 

 

References to the Tree of Life are found in both the Old and New Testaments. It has both  

literal and symbolic meaning for Christians: it is the literal tree of life in Genesis, and in  

Revelation it represents everlasting life granted to those who display fruits of the spirit and of 

righteousness aligned with God’s principles. 

 

 

 

Our Saviour’s Mission, Vision, and Values  (February 10, 2025) 

 

Mission Statement: 
Embraced by God’s Love to: 

• Honor all people 
• Share Christ’s compassion 
• Serve the world 

 
Vision: 
Make Christ’s love known to all: 

• Meet people where they are 
• Accompany and encourage one another along the way 
• Nurture our roots and foster new growth 

 
Values: 
Empathy: Understanding and addressing the needs of others 
Growth: Encouraging the development of faith, love, and compassion 
Generosity: Giving of time, talents, and assets to care for the community and the world 
Belonging: Nurturing a community where all are honored and celebrated 
Tradition: Rooted in the Christian faith as members of the ELCA 
Caring: managing resources with purpose and integrity. 


